
 

 

PTO now accepting applications for fall grants 

Parents and teachers are encouraged to submit applications for a PTO fall grant. In the past, grants have covered 

activities, books, equipment or anything else that enhances the academic lives of children at Marion Cross. Though 

preference is given to proposals that impact the entire school, projects that would benefit individual classrooms or grade 

level are also considered. We anticipate most requests will be for amounts less than $1,000. Applications are available in 

the front office in the PTO box. Please return all applications to the PTO box in the main office by October 19.  

Thank you MCS community for your support of this year’s membership drive 

Thank you to the Marion Cross community for participating in this year's PTO membership drive. We had 84 percent of 

families participate, raising more than $4,300 for the PTO. If you ordered a printed copy of the directory you should get it 

later this month. If you opted for the online version you should have already received log-in information. If not, please 

contact Jessica Eakin at jceakin12@gmail.com. 

Soup Day to take place on October 20 

Our third annual Soup Day is a little more than two weeks away! On this day, we will feed the entire school vegetable 

soup. In an effort to reduce waste we are asking students to bring their own bowl and spoon. This effort has been 

successful due to many helping hands, most notably the children who prepare the garden beds and carefully plant seeds 

in the spring under the guidance of Lindsay Putnam, LEEP educator. To prepare and serve soup we rely on volunteers. 

The day prior, October 19, and morning of soup day, October 20, we will need several people to prep, cook, set up and 

serve soup to each class. If you can help, please contact Molly Riordan at marymriordan@gmail.com or 649-7060. 

Things are starting to GET LOUD with the Box Tops Collection Challenge 

Within the first two weeks of collecting and counting Box Top coupons and dimes, we are 1/3 of the way toward our goal 

of 6,000. Once we reach our goal, the PTO can purchase two new floor mics for the multi-purpose room. We are definitely 

off to a great start, but we need those dimes and coupons to keep making their way into the classroom collection boxes to 

make this purchase a reality. So let’s make some noise. Recruit your aunts and uncles, your grandparents, and your 

neighbors. Tell them that you need their help to GET LOUD! Classroom totals are slowly being reported—with some 

classes already submitting totals, and others still in the counting phase. However, for the time being the top three 

collecting classes are 2-Keogh; 2-Ferland, and 3-Holley. But these results could change at any time. Keep clipping and 

we’ll keep counting. It’s amazing how those tiny coupons add up! 

Willing Hands Food Drive – every Wednesday in October!  

Do you or someone you know have a surplus of fresh fruit or vegetables? As the fall comes upon us and we prepare for 

our first frost, we would like to take this opportunity to help our community! Have your children bring in fresh fruits and/or 

UPCOMING PTO Events 
Every Wednesday in October - Willing Hands Food Drive 

Tuesday, October 20: Soup Day (Volunteers needed!) 

Friday, October 23: Box Tops fall challenge ends 

Tuesday, October 27: Halloween Candy collection ends 

Monday, November 2: PTO Meeting, 8:30 a.m. in MCS library 

 

Important MCS Event  Reminders 
Friday, October 9: Teacher In-service, No school 

Monday, October 12: Columbus Day, No school 

Wednesday, October 14: MCS Open House, 4:30 to 5:30 
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vegetables to their classroom every Wednesday throughout the month of October. Willing Hands will pick up everything 

right from the school and distribute throughout the Upper Valley. And as if helping the less fortunate isn’t enough, as an 

added bonus, the classroom accumulating the most produce by the last Wednesday in October will win a pizza 

party! Thank you so much for your assistance with this valuable cause. - Heather Smith and Megan Anderson 

Now collecting candy for Halloween 

The MCS-PTO is once again collecting candy to distribute to the kind folks who host our ghosts and goblins so graciously 

each year. The candy will go to more than 100 in-town homes who see upwards of 500 trick-or-treaters each Halloween! 

Orange collection boxes are already in place in the Marion Cross School office and Norwich Town Clerk’s office, as well 

as at Dan & Whit’s, Norwich Nursery School, and the Norwich Public Library. We will distribute all donated candy on 

Tuesday, October 27. We greatly appreciate your contributions. Thanks in advance for your generosity! - Susan Simmers 

and Jill Collins on behalf of the MCS PTO. 

Watch a show, support the PTO in Northern Stage’s new home 

Enjoy an evening at the theater while supporting the MCS PTO. Relax and enjoy the show in their new theater with 

roomier seating and improved accessibility and visibility. The PTO will receive 30 percent of all ticket sales so share with 

family and friends. The first of five shows offered to the MCS community is Our Town, an iconic play about a young 

couple who fall in love, marry, and live out their lives in a small New England town. PTO night for this show is Thursday, 

October 15 at 7:30. To reserve tickets for your family, call the Northern Stage Box Office at 296-7000 and ask for the 

Marion Cross School PTO tickets. As of now, seats are available in all sections. Prices are $55 for the center section; $45 

for the side; $30 for the side rear, and $15 for all students in any section at any time. Learn more at 

www.northernstage.org.  

Local Business Partners program returns for a sixth year 

The Local Business Partners program helps our neighboring businesses grow while raising money for our school. Local 

partners support the PTO with a donation that raises a combined $2,500 every year for the PTO. This money ensures all 

students can participate in field trips, have much needed materials and supplies, healthy lunches (for those who need 

them,) and funds other amazing school projects. In turn, the PTO features these businesses on the PTO website and in 

our newsletters.  

This month’s featured business is Hess Gehris Solutions, a mediation and conflict resolution firm serving clients in 

Vermont and New Hampshire. Norwich resident, Marion Cross alum, and mom to a MCS 6
th
 grader, Lauren Girard 

Adams, Esq. is now a part of the Hess Gehris team. She works with individuals, families, organizations and businesses to 

avoid legal battles and transform conflict into conversation and results. To learn more please contact Lauren at 802-299-

7667 or lauren@hessgehris.com.  Here’s how Lauren answered our questions.  

What is your favorite nonprofit? My favorite local nonprofit is Child and Family Services of New Hampshire, an 

organization that works to advance the wellbeing of children and families by supporting a number of social issues. 

Another favorite is the Selamta Family Project which was started by a Norwich family.  The group unites orphaned 

children and marginalized women to create forever families and bright futures by providing stable homes, excellent 

education, and developmental resources in Ethiopia. 

What is your favorite thing about October? I love the brisk air, the smell of the fallen leaves, and this fall, the addition 

of a puppy to our family.  

What was your favorite Halloween costume as a kid? It’s a tie between a cowgirl and a baseball player. The latter is 

no surprise given my family's involvement in sports in Norwich. 

Thank you business partners! 
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