
 

 

Join us for the Big Hoot Variety Show on April 23 

The Big Hoot Variety Show takes place on Saturday, April 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Richmond Middle School Auditorium. 

Join us for a night of comedy, music, and dance performed by our very own MCS students. Admission is free!  

Concessions at the intermission. All donations will support MCS PTO Education & Arts Grants.  

Bike To School Day is May 4 – Come join the MCS Bike Parade!  

This spring's Bike to School Day takes place on Wednesday, May 4. There are two starting points, Huntley Meadow and 

the Norwich Public Library. Older riders can start at Huntley Meadow while younger riders are encouraged to meet at the 

Norwich Public Library. Children in 1st grade and below must be supervised by an adult and all riders must wear helmets. 

Riders should assemble at 7:30 at both sites with a planned departure from Huntley Meadow promptly at 7:40. 

Save the date for the MCS Children’s Book Sale 

Keep gathering up those gently used books and DVDs! The MCS Book Sale Team will start collecting donations 

on Thursday, May 5 for this year’s sale. Sale dates are Friday, May 20 from 11:30 to 7 p.m. and Saturday, May 21 from 9 

a.m. to Noon. More information and volunteer opportunities coming soon. 

Box Tops Update: Sometimes even Box Tops Divas make mistakes! 

I want to start off this update with a HUGE mea culpa. The last PTO Notes held a gigantic error in the class standings for 

the BTE competition. The Box Tops Divas and I input all of the data collected from each classroom into an Excel spread-

sheet, and I simply read the spreadsheet incorrectly—serves me right for trying to squeeze my Box Tops work into the wee 

hours of the night! As a result, I announced that Mrs. Newberry’s Kindergarten won the first mini-competition, when in fact 

Mrs. Morse’s Kindergarten actually won. (Thank you to Mrs. Morse’s Box Tops Rep for catching this mistake!)   

Although a bit embarrassing to say the least, it did provide a great learning opportunity. I met with both classes and ex-

plained the mistake, and made an announcement in REP to the entire school. I believe it was helpful for the children to 

have an adult admit to making a mistake and then apologize to them. Hopefully they learned that “We all make mis-

takes...even grown-ups,” and “Even though it might be hard, it’s important to admit mistakes and ask for understanding.” 

I am happy to report that the children handled this experience with much grace and maturity. Initially Mrs. Newberry’s class 

was very disappointed to learn they had not won the mini-competition. We all agreed that it was a “bummer.” On the other 

hand, Mrs. Morse’s class was quite overjoyed to learn they had won and there was much rejoicing. But when I explained 

how disappointed Mrs. Newberry’s class was, Mrs. Morse’s class showed great generosity by deciding to share the prize 

for this first mini-competition with Mrs. Newberry’s class. So, as a happy result, both Mrs. Morse’s class and Mrs. Newber-

ry’s class shared the prize of getting to decide what the PTO would purchase with the funds raised through the Break-to-

Break Challenge. After much brainstorming…with some very imaginative ideas generated such as “monster trucks for eve-

ryone in the school,” “a swimming pool,” and “a school cow to make milk for the school so we don’t have to use the waste-

ful cartons.”  However, what they ultimately agreed upon are the following prizes: 4 Spike Net sets for the PE program; 2 

baby plum trees to plant on the school grounds; and 15 new playground balls. In order to purchase ALL of these items, the 

Break-to-Break challenge will need to bring in $800 in Box Tops coupons and dimes, that’s 8,000 units! That might seem 

like a lofty goal, but as of today, we’re at 5,300 units. So that means we only need 2700 more units…and we have 3 whole 

weeks to do it! So, if you are traveling over school vacation, make sure to pack your scissors. Keep on clipping. Together, I 

know we can reach this goal! -Katie Kitchel 

UPCOMING PTO Events 

Friday, April 22: Box Tops Break to Break Challenge Ends  

Saturday, April 23: The Big Hoot Variety Show — 6 p.m. in the Richmond Middle School Auditorium 

 

Important MCS Event Reminders 

Thursday, April 7: 3rd through 6th Grade Chorus Concert — 6:30 p.m. in the MCS Multi-purpose Room  

Friday, April 8: Teacher In-service — No School 

Monday, April 11: Spring Break Begins — No School 
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Enjoy a show, support the PTO! 

Relax and enjoy a Northern Stage show in their new theater with roomier seating and improved accessibility and visibility. 

The PTO will receive 30 percent of all ticket sales. The fourth of five shows offered to the MCS community is The Mountaintop 

described as follows: “A stormy night in Memphis, Tennessee, at the Lorraine Motel in 1968 brings us Martin Luther King Jr., 

exhausted after having delivered one of his most memorable speeches. A surprise visit from a feisty maid brings unwelcome 

news that forces King to confront his legacy, his destiny, and his humanity.” Reserve your ticket by calling the Northern 

Stage Box Office at 296-7000 and letting the person who answers know you are interested in the Marion Cross School PTO 

tickets. All seat locations available. Prices are as follows. Center Section: $55 per seat, Side: $45, Side Rear: $30. Student 

tickets are $15 for any seat. For more information visit the Northern Stage website at www.northernstage.org. 

B42…I24…N56…G72...048…BINGO! 

Low-tech, high energy fun was had by all who turned out for our 2nd annual Family Bingo Night on March 18. We had a 

table full of repurposed prizes for all of the Bingo winners, a scrumptious bake sale and some seriously awesome raffle prizes 

to add to the excitement of the evening. We would like to thank (profusely!) all of our raffle prize donors, bakers, prize table 

contributors, volunteer workers and of course the attendees who all helped make this another super FUN fundraiser. This 

year we raised more than $1,300 – a 30 percent increase from last year – woot woot! A special thank you to the Hanchett 

family who again emceed an organized and spirited event. If you were a lucky raffle winner you may pick up your prize in 

the front office. Thank you again to everyone who helped make Family Bingo Night a great success. 

Mud Stomp Thank you! 

On the evening of March 4th the MCS gym was alive with kids and parents whirling and sashaying and do-si-do-ing to lively 

music and the expert contra dance calling of David Millstone. If laughter is any indication, a fun night was had by all. Thank 

you to Becky French for organizing this great event, and to everyone who came out and danced.  

April Local Business Partner — Chippers 

The PTO’s Local Business Partner for April is Chippers, expert arborists, turf care specialists, gardener and foresters,  

serving the Upper Valley and beyond for 30 years. The PTO is grateful to Chippers for its support of our program. Learn 

more about Chippers and the work of this locally owned and managed company at www.chippersinc.com.  

What is Arboriculture? Most of us know that an arborist is a specialist in the care of trees and shrubs. Chippers uses the 
term arboriculture for the umbrella under which all the services our certified arborists provide for the care of your trees and 

shrubs. This includes tree removals, pruning and cabling, plant health care for protection against disease and pests, planting 

and transplanting, and the less expected such as consultation for pre-and post-construction, shoreline protection, wildlife 

habitat and sustainable landscapes, pre-winter safety audits, lightning protection and legal cases.   

What is the most prevalent pest found in our local forests? Gardens? Planted landscapes? Adult Japanese beetles 

can wreak havoc on gardens and shrubs, but start their damaging ways as grubs in lawns. 

What would you recommend in early spring for people to do to get ready for a healthy summer garden? Spring 
cleanups are vitally important for a successful garden. Cut down remaining perennials that were left up for winter interest, 

rake leave debris out of beds, and add applications of fertilizer, compost/mulch. Believe it or not start weeding! Most weeds 

have already started coming up even though perennials have not. 

What is the most common mistake a home-owner can do to hurt or help their lawn? Mowing properly at the correct 

height at different times of the year is the most important thing a homeowner can do to help their lawn. A mowing height of 

3” is the best length for the majority of the year (May to September.) At the beginning and end of the year you can mow 

shorter at 2” or even a little bit less.  Scalping or mowing the lawn too short causes not only brown grass, but heats the soil 

promoting more weeds and crabgrass. 

Thank you business partners! 

http://www.northernstage.org
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