
 

 

Marion Cross School  •  Norwich,  Vermont   

PTO NOTES Week of Sept. 29, 2014 

 New school directory on the way 
 
The 2014-15 Marion Cross School directory is off to the printer! Our hope, if all goes as planned, is to distribute the 
directory to families who have paid their PTO dues this week. In most cases, the directory will go home with the 
youngest Marion Cross child in the family. Copies of the directory will also be available for $10 each in the main office. 
 

PTO now accepting applications for fall grants 
 
Parents and teachers are encouraged to submit applications for a PTO fall grant. In the past, grants have covered 
activities, books, equipment or anything else that enhances the academic lives of children at Marion Cross. Though 
preference is given to proposals that impact the entire school, projects that would benefit individual classrooms or grade 
level are also considered. We anticipate the majority of grant requests will be for amounts less than $1,000. Please 
return all applications to the PTO box in the main office by October 15.  
 

Bike to School Day this Friday 
 
This fall's Bike to School Day is planned for Friday. Please come join the fun! Older riders can start at Huntley Meadow 
to either ride in the bike parade or walk in a parent lead group to Marion Cross. Younger riders can meet at the Norwich 
Public Library and join the end of the parade. As a reminder, an adult must directly supervise children in 1st grade and 
below. Riders and walkers should assemble at both sites by 7:30 for a 7:40 departure from Huntley Meadow. 
 

Giving Bowls: baked goods and volunteers needed for Sunday 
 
After a three year hiatus, the Giving Bowls return to the Norwich Green this Sunday, October 5 from 1 to 3 p.m. We hope 
you and your family can join us. During the course of the last few weeks, students and community members have 
decorated (glazed) more than 700 ceramic bowls for use at the event. For a $10 donation, guests enjoy a simple meal of 
soup and bread and get to keep their bowl as a reminder of the empty bowls in the world. On October 2, King Arthur 
Flour will come to MCS to teach our 4th, 5th and 6th graders how to bake bread. Students will receive enough 
ingredients to bake two loaves at home—one to share with their families and another to bring back to share at the event. 
Guests are also asked to bring a non-perishable item for the Haven and if you bring a blank t-shirt you can have it silk-
screened with the Giving Bowls logo! This year all proceeds go to Willing Hands—a local food collection agency that 
distributes three to four tons of surplus fresh fruit and vegetables to service agencies throughout the Upper Valley.  
 
Additional help needed!  
We are still seeking volunteers to help with set up and clean up at the event! Please contact Susan Simmers 
(susan_simmers@yahoo.com) if you can help out! 
 
Come see all the bowls on Friday 
Volunteers will display the 700+ giving bowls hand-painted by students and community members this coming Friday in 
the Multi-purpose Room. Please stop by before or after school until 8 p.m. on October 3 to see this amazing display! 
 
Bakers needed 
As a community event, we are hoping families with kids in grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade can contribute baked 
goods for the Bake Sale. If you can help, please drop-off baked goods in the MCS office on Friday or bring to the event. 
 
To 6th grade families: As in past years, we are looking for 6th grade students and parents to help man the Bake Sale. 
There are four 45 minute shifts available: 12:30 to 1:15, 1:15 to 2, 2 to 2:45, and 2:45 to 3. If you can help, please sign 
up at https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hxj-rbNBaHsh8YUGmdEK5gfwVpPjFfo8F-9j5MIT_as/edit?usp=sharing. 
 
If anything like the Bake Sale held last spring at the Book Sale, the kids will have a great time raising money for a great 
cause. If you have questions about either baking or volunteering, please contact Jane Phipps at 
jphipps24@myfairpoint.net. Thank you all! 
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MCS Spirit Wear Store is open for business!  
 
A variety of t-shirts, sweatshirts and sweatpants, all with the MCS logo are available. Prices for adult and youth sizes are  
t-shirts $7; sweatshirts  $24, and sweatpants $20. In addition, you can personalize any of the above for $5. To view the 
Spirit Wear offerings, go to marioncross.org, click the PTO link, then the MCS Spirit Wear link. Once there, you can also 
download an order form. Fill out the form, attach a check payable to Norwich School District - MCS Shop and return to 
the PTO box in the front office. We plan to place our first order on Friday, October 10 so please return all forms by noon 
on that day. Merchandise will arrive in approximately 2 weeks. The next planned order will take place in early December, 
just in time for holiday giving. Questions? Contact Melanie Michel at melanie.m.michel@gmail.com or call 649-7023. 

 
Box Tops Fall collection challenge: Box Tops for Scopes! 
 
This fall all Box Tops for Education coupons will go toward a set of digital microscopes for use throughout the school. 
For every 500 BTE coupons collected, the PTO can purchase one digital microscope. We would like to purchase 12 new 
microscopes so that means we have a big goal of 6,000 Box Tops between now and October 24. There are currently 
305 students at the school. So if each child brings in 20 coupons, we will easily surpass the 6,000 mark. We know some 
families prefer to send in dimes to support this fundraising effort (and we will not turn these funds away!)...but please 
note dimes will NOT be included in the tally for the class-to-class competition as we would like to see how much money 
we can raise simply by clipping coupons. The class that collects the most BTE coupons will not only win a magic trick 
tutorial with Mr. Bill, but also use the microscopes first. The class that brings in the second highest amount will get to 
select the color of the scopes (orange, blue or green.) The top three collecting classes will receive certificates (done in 
beautiful calligraphy by Laura DiPiazza) to hang on their classroom door. But really, the entire school wins with this 
fundraising program. It's fun, it's easy...and the results are immediate and tangible. Lindsay Putnam is already dreaming 
up new projects that incorporate these scopes. Let's see how many we can get her!  

 
Winter Talent Show planning underway 
 
In place of the traditional Gift Making Festival, this year the PTO plans to introduce a new event: the Marion Cross 
School Talent Showcase (a talent and variety show!) Though the show isn’t until February, we need a few volunteers 
before the end of October to make this happen. Please contact Nicole Butters at nsbd123@gmail.com if you can help. 
The Gift Making Festival will return next year. If you are interested in volunteering for this beloved MCS tradition, please 
contact Tracy Zuckerman at tracyzuckerman@comcast.net so we can get a jump on next year's festival.  
 

Northern Stage: final week to purchase tickets for Into the Woods 
 
This is the last week to purchase tickets for Into the Woods, a musical that follows Grimm’s fairy tale characters as they 
embark on a journey to find “happily ever after.” Tickets cost $30 a piece with 30 percent of proceeds returning to the 
PTO. Call Northern Stage at 296-7000 to reserve your tickets. The show set aside for Marion Cross is Thursday, 
October 16 at 7:30 p.m. Once you have bought your tickets, please let Ashley Clapp (clappashley@gmail.com) know. 

 
MCS food drives for Upper Valley Haven ends Friday 
 
Our first food drive of the year ends Friday. The Haven is in need of non-perishable food (peanut butter, tuna, pasta , 
sauce, beans, rice or, mac and cheese, etc.) Please drop off donations in your child's classroom or the cart in the lobby. 
 
PTO seeks Giving Tree coordinator 
 
The PTO is looking for one person to help with this program. The time commitment is small and the work appreciated by 
all! Please contact Marieke Sperry at marieke.sperry@gmail.com if you can take this on. 

Thank you business partners! 
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