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Skating Party - Friday, January 20th 
The annual PTO/Norwich Recreation Council Skating Party is scheduled to take place on Friday, January 20th from 
3:30 to 5:00pm. Join us at the rink on the green for skating, socializing, food, hot chocolate, and a campfire to warm 
you. Everyone welcome! Please note: If the weather is uncooperative or the rink is not in functioning shape, we will 
postpone the party to a later date. 
 
 
 
Pet Food Drive 
We are pleased to announce MCS next drive for the community will benefit all of the pets out there! People who 
struggle in our community to put food on the table often have beloved pets that they struggle to feed as well. 
Luckily, the Upper Valley Humane Society saw this need and started a Pet Food Pantry to help families feed their 
pets when encountering a hard time. This drive will benefit UVHS and help fill their pantry. The drive will be from 
January 17th through February 10th. Check for fliers that will be going home with kids and signs around the school 
for specific item needs and more information about UVHS. We hope to collect enough to fill the pantry for a few 
months. If any questions, please contact Megan Anderson or Maya Barnes on behalf of the MCS PTO. Thank you 
for your support for this valuable cause! 
 
 
 
Save the date - and your toys - for Family Bingo Night on March 3rd 
BINGO IS BACK so don’t clear out your playrooms/toy shelves/basements just yet! 
Family Bingo Night will be held at MCS on Friday, March 3rd - details to follow but in the meantime, please save 
your gently used games, puzzles and toys to donate to the prize table (no books or stuffies please).   
As part of this annual fun fundraiser, we will also be holding a raffle so if you have an item or service to donate 
please contact Lydia Starosta at lydvet@aol.com and thank you in advance! 
 
 
 
Box Tops For Education (BTE) Fall Collection Drive Finale! 
I am pleased to report that the Fall BTE Collection Drive was a roaring success. Not only did we have full school 
participation, with each class contributing to the overall tally, but we surpassed our original goal of 6,000 BTE 
coupons and dimes by almost 2000! Our final count, on the last day of the collection, amounted to 7,771 units.  
That gets turned into $777.10 for the school! I’m always amazed at how quickly those coupons and dimes add up 
when everyone works together. The PTO will be using these funds to purchase a new recycling station that has 
been on Mr. Bill’s wish list for the school. He is designing the station as I type… it will have collection boxes for 
unusual items such as batteries, crayons, and other pesky objects that should avoid the landfill.   
 

Upcoming PTO Events 
Friday, January 13th - PTO Meeting - 8:15am in the MCS library 
Friday, January 20th - Annual PTO/Norwich Recreation Council Skating Party - 3:30-5:00, Ice Rink on the Green 
 
Important MCS Reminders 
Monday, January 16th - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School 



The class-to-class competition was another nail-biter, with only 2 units separating 2nd and 3rd place! Ultimately, 
after all the boxes were emptied, the results were as follows:   
 
3rd Place: 3-Holley with 666 units 
2nd Place: 2-Fors with 668 units 
1st Place: K-Newberry with 853 units (no, that is NOT a typo…over 800!!!) 
 
Another interesting note, is that over half the classes turned in more than 400 units a piece. This certainly bodes 
well for future Box Tops fundraising challenges.   
 
All of the classes will celebrate the success of this drive with full school access to the new recycling center (once it 
arrives), and Mrs. Newberry’s class, as the most effective collectors, will also get the traditional Grand Prize: a 
special visit from Mr. Bill for a magic trick tutorial. Thank you to everyone who clipped and collected, making this 
first challenge such a success. And a HUGE thank you to all of the parent volunteers who counted and sorted the 
coupons. This is truly a project where “many hands make light(er) work.” The next BTE challenge will officially 
begin after we return from February break… but any BTE coupons turned in before then will be included in that 
drive, so feel free to continue to send in what you are collecting at home. 
 
- The Box Tops Divas, Katie Kitchel, Jo Ellen Gardner, Brie Swenson, and Laura DiPiazza 
 
 
 
Book Buzz Rocked! 
This December, thanks to Lisa Christie and the Book Jam Blog, we held a new event called Book Buzz and it was a 
huge success! Congratulations to our wonderful presenters - ten 4th, 5th and 6th graders, Ms. French and Mr. Bill, 
who kept the audience spellbound with reviews of their favorite books.  
  
We sold 107 books, and between ticket sales and the portion of sales the Norwich Bookstore will donate, we raised 
well over $500 for MCS. The presenters' book picks, along with their names and grade level, is on the Book Jam 
Blog. Check it out for some great winter reading suggestions! 
  
THANK YOU AGAIN to Lisa Christie for organizing the event, to the 4th, 5th and 6th grade teachers who took a 
chance on this program, Mr. Bill for his support, and Boloco and the Norwich Bookstore for their donations to the 
cause. 
 
 
 
MCS Artwork at Norwich Public Library 
If you visited the Norwich Public Library before break, you may have noticed that the foyer display cases were full 
of colorful artwork from MCS students. Thank you to Ashley Clapp and Cara Liu for making this happen! 
 
 
 
Marion Cross School Business Partners 

 

Thank you, business partners!  

 
 


