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Bakers needed for Staff Appreciation Pie Day on Monday, May 1st – All Grades 
Every May for the last 14 years, we have given pies of all kinds to MCS faculty staff to show our gratitude. This 
includes teachers, educational assistants, custodians, Mr. Bill, office staff, crossing-guards, and bus drivers. It is 
quite a sight to walk into the Multi and see rows and rows of beautiful pies displayed in recognition of all our staff 
members. This is open to all grades, so please click here to sign up to bake a pie. We need at least 80 pies! 
Thank you. Please direct questions to Corin Benedict corin.benedict@gmail.com or Tamar Schriebman 
tamar.schreibman@gmail.com  
 
 
Come join the MCS bike parade on the National Bike to School Day – May 10th 
This spring's MCS Bike to School Day takes place on Wednesday, May 10th. There are two starting points, Huntley 
Meadow and the Norwich Public Library. Older riders will start at Huntley Meadow while younger riders are 
encouraged to meet at the Norwich Public Library and join the end of the bike parade as it passes. All children in 1st  
grade and below must be under the direct supervision of an adult and all riders must wear helmets. Riders should 
assemble at 7:30 at both sites with a planned departure from Huntley Meadow promptly at 7:40. Volunteers are 
needed to stop traffic at intersections to ensure participant safety. Anyone interested in volunteering please contact 
Dan McGinley-Smith at mcginleysmith@gmail.com. 
 
 
PTO Grants Fund Musician Visits 
The PTO sets aside an annual grant for musical guest artists. Thanks to this funding, last month Maria Lamson 
visited MCS to sing art songs composed by the third graders. In two weeks MCS will host Ben VanVliet from the 
Upper Valley Music Center to play fiddle tunes composed by our fourth graders. Thank you to Travis Ramsey for 
enriching the MCS music curriculum with these wonderful visitors! 
 
 
Thank You Mud Stompers 
On the evening of March 24th the MCS gym was alive with kids and parents whirling and sashaying and do-si-do-
ing to lively music and the expert contra dance calling of David Millstone. If laughter is any indication, a fun night 
was had by all, and we do mean all - more parents danced than ever before! Thank you to Becky French for 
organizing this great annual event, and to everyone who came out and danced.   
 
 
 

Upcoming PTO Events 
Friday, April 28th - Box Top Challenge Ends 
Monday, May 1st -  Staff Appreciation Pie Day 
Friday, May 5th, 8:15am -  PTO Meeting, in the MCS Library 
Wednesday May 10th – Bike to School Day 
 
Important MCS Reminders 
Tuesday, April 4th - Visiting Author, Kelly Bennett, K -3rd Grade 
Thursday, April 6th, 6:30-8pm, 3rd- 6th Grade Choral Concert 
April 17th – 21st - Spring Break 



Big Hoot Thank you! 
The Big Hoot was a magical night of music, dancing, comedy, and entertainment. Bravo to all the kids who 
performed both on stage and off in the Big Hoot - the show is yours! We are so grateful to the amazing and talented 
Big Hoot Committee: Katie Bucci, Katie Kitchel, Jennifer Langhus, & Nicole Butters who dedicated many hours of 
time and thought into this fun show. Thank you to Mr. Bill for co-hosting the show, bringing his performance gifts, 
and for sharing the night with us. Many thanks to John LaCrosse for his generous tech support and RMS for 
sharing their stage with us. We are very grateful for the support from Joy Smollin, Dora Spaulding, & Travis 
Ramsey. Thank you to our parent chaperones: Molly Riordan, Lisa Christie, and Lisa MacCullough for keeping the 
kids safe, relaxed, and on time! Thank you to Liz Adams and her daughters for the marvelous bake sale. And thank 
you to all the families for your support throughout the entire process. If you missed it, DVD’s made by CATV will be 
available for $5, contact tracyzuckerman@comcast.net We hope that you were entertained and even inspired to 
join in on the fun next year! Cheers! Tracy Zuckerman 
 
 
Box Tops Spring Break-to-Break Challenge - Keep Sending in those BTE coupons & 
dimes! 
After a great initial opening to our Spring Box Tops Challenge with over 2,000 units collected in the first two weeks, 
our collection numbers have sadly begun to dwindle. We still have over 5,000 units to gather if we want to match 
the 7,700 coupons and dimes we collected at this time last year. But with 4 weeks remaining in this collection drive, 
there is still time to rally and outdo our past selves!  (Yes, that is how you spell outdo - I looked it up.) So make sure 
you pack a small set of scissors in your bags for your April break adventures and hunt down those BTE coupons 
and dimes… may they be in your own pantry or in the pantries of friends and family who you visit. Let’s push this 
collection challenge into hyperdrive - and blast through 8,000 before the last day of the drive on April 28th! 
Your Box Tops Divas, Laura DiPiazza, Jo Ellen Gardner, Katie Kitchel & Brie Swenson 
 
 
Food Drives 
MCS will be kicking off our final food drive of the year starting in mid-April and continuing through mid-May. More 
details to come soon! A big thank you to all who donated clothing and eyeglasses to the drive for the communities 
in the Dominican Republic! Megan Anderson and Maya Barnes 
 
 
Marion Cross School Business Partners 
April's PTO Business Partner is Chippers Inc. Everyone is so looking forward to 
spring and getting outside. One of the first items on the to do list is getting the 
garden and lawn ready for summer. We asked Theron Peck, Turf Division Manager 
at Chippers some questions about all sorts of lawn related things! For more 
information, visit his blog mrgrassblog.net and our website www.chippersinc.com 

What are some of the biggest problems with lawns in our area? 
A lack of knowledge as to proper care such as incorrect mowing, which promotes insect and or weed infestations. 
Most lawns in our area have simply been neglected to varying degrees which further compounds any weather 
related stress/pressure such as high heat, drought, and excessive rain. 

What is lawn aeration and when should it be done? 
Aeration is a process which helps to create more air in the soil to help promote healthier plant roots, especially turf.  
Although there are several types of aeration, hollow tine core aeration is the most common and is done by a heavy 
machine containing steel tines which physically punch a hole in the lawn and removes a 1” diameter core about 1-
3” in length. Like mowing a lawn, one uses a core aerator either by hand or as a larger attachment pulled behind a 
tractor. Core aeration is especially important on playing surfaces such as football, soccer, and baseball fields where 
heavy uses compacts the soil, removing those beneficial air pockets. Without the air, the turf slowly declines and 
often dies in spots. If you look at your playground and see bare patches with no grass, this is because of heavy use 
and a lack of air in soil. Aeration can be done in the spring or fall with good soil moisture being the most important 
ingredient versus an actual calendar time of year. A home lawn should be aerated once per year and fields twice 
according to how much traffic the lawn experiences. 

 



What is compost tea, what does it contain and what are its benefits? 
Compost tea is a blend of many ingredients that varies from manufacturers or those making it at home. In a general 
sense, compost tea is a soil additive designed to help support plant growth from lawns to trees and flowers. Many 
teas are alive and contain bacteria, fungi, and protozoa that boosts soil health. Our compost tea is refrigerated and 
alive and must be used the same day it is diluted with water when we go out to spray lawns. Compost teas often 
contain soluble organic matter and other soil additives for improved plant growth. Compost tea has been shown to 
promote healthier turf with a greater resistance to disease and insect pressure, much like a multivitamin 
supplement or probiotic found in yogurt. Compost tea should be sprayed in the spring and or fall during prime grass 
growing months (March-June and Sept-Nov) for maximum benefit. 1-2 sprays a season is a very typical and 
common schedule with two in the spring or one spring/fall tea application. 

Do you offer any treatments for pests like ants or grubs? 
We do, ranging from organic to traditional products. Ticks sprays are very popular and we do a lot of them in the 
spring and fall to help reduce the risk of disease transmission. Grubs and chinch bugs are also very damaging and 
we do have proactive as well as preventative treatments to address lawns at risk. We don’t actually control ants but 
many of our materials target ants by default. A healthy lawn also helps promote an unfavorable environment for 
ants. Ants like sandy hot soil which a healthy lawn generally does not exhibit. 
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Thank you, business partners!  


